The aim of the study is to reveal the current state of Iran, which has more different structures than other countries in terms of political, social and cultural, in the new media area. In the study, a mixed methods research was conducted to reveal the existing situation and the mixed methods convergent parallel design was used in the research. The interview method, one of the qualitative research methods and the survey, one of the quantitative reasrch methods were used in the research. The sample of the interview method is a senior official at the Ankara Embassy of Iran, who is selected by means of purposive sampling. The sample of the survey is 124 Iranian people, who are selected by means of purposive sampling method. According to the results obtained from the analysis of research data, there are some restrictions in the new media environment in Iran, but most of the internet sites and social networks can be accessible is in general. Restrictions of the Internet and new media in Iran are being implemented because of the ethical reasons, insecurity about foreign countries and the willingness of the country's government to prevent or control opponents. Despite partial restrictions, most of the Iranian population access the internet and highly use the platforms of this virtual network.
INTRODUCTION
In every century of world history some social, political, economic or technological events or developments, which have influenced that period, have emerged. The invention of wheels, the The Internet, which is seen as an area of unlimited freedom, differs from country to country at the points of usage and practice. The potential of the Internet, impact, size, the advantages and disadvantages it creates causes countries to implement some practices, measures or constraints on this virtual platform. The United States closes these sites on the internet to block child pornography. The People's Republic of China censors to Internet sites to block people who are opposed to the party, and thus the state, and punish those who violate it. Iran, on the other hand, may have restrictions or censorship to Internet because of moral reasons, distrust of foreign countries, and the willingness of the country's government to block or control opponents.
Although each country imposes restrictions or censorship on the internet for different reasons, the restrictions of some closed societies or countries may be seen different in the external world. Middle Eastern countries or underdeveloped countries are usually exposed to such negative situations. One of these negative stereotypes, which is especially created by western countries in many fields, is the new media practices of Iran. There are many news, articles, books, etc., which are created in the different countries of the world especially in West in terms of orientalist point of view argues that Iran has completely forbade the new media environment, Iranian people can not use social networks and there is a total violation of freedom.
Iran made important strides in the name of modernization by earning good economic income in the Pahlavi Period and adopting Western culture. Muhammad Riza Pahlavi, who came to the throne in 1941, made some attempts to make Iran a western-oriented and secular country with hard methods. The imposed social and economic lifestyle by Pahlavi to Iranian people, which stems from American, caused some dissatisfaction within the people. In the course of time, the interference of the America to the Iran's internal affairs, the economic politics gap between the classes, and the deviation from the values that Iran possesses were resulted in the unification of people and groups with different views. These people and groups united against the regime and in 1979 the Iranian revolution under the leadership of Ruhullah Khomeini was realized. Revolution leader Ruhullah Khomeini proclaimed a new political structure and founded the Islamic Republic of Iran. This historical event, which was carried out against the regime and soon turned into an Islamic revolution, caused Iran to enter a new turn.
Unlike the Pahlavi period, the Islamic Republic of Iran has always adopted an anti-Western attitude. This way of thinking took also place in the governing of the country. The "Cultural War" discourse, which was widely used in the 1990s, is a clear example of this ideology. The discourse of cultural warfare is widely used by particularly the head of the religious leaders and all responsible, religious leaders, and the media in Iran. At that time, through the propaganda tools of the state, which were related to the cultural war, many messages were sent to the citizens every day through news, speeches, interviews. (Kamaladdin, 2017: 55-57) . Ministry of Information and Communication Technologies officials and other government officials warned the public against "the dangers of foreign services" at every turn (Anderson, 2012: 2) . This politicy of the state has also manifests itself in the media field and begins controlling the media in order to dominate its power and overcome a western-oriented cultural war or in other words it subjects to a rigorous control. Apart from communication platforms such as radio, television, and newspapers, the Internet has been subjected to this control. Internet usage in Iran was supported by the government for the first time to provide an alternative means of scientific and technological progress during the troubled economic period following the Iran-Iraq War. Unlike the anticipations of that time, the Islamic Republic welcomed the internet by enabling the commercial and educational sectors to gain access without intervention. While technology in China was developed by the government as a large-scale intragovernment network, Iran's first usage of the Internet took place in 1993 at the Center for Physics Research, which is affiliated to Tehran University, and then the Internet began to spread country-wide. The internet has become an important tool for interacting with other countries in the world with an increasing demand for film industry and satellite dishes on the international arena (Rahimi, 2003: 102-104) and this interaction has caused many changes in the societyof Iran. In those years, the Iranian people, who are exposed to political restrictions in different areas of life, have started to carry out many activities such as communication, entertainment and forming a community through this virtual network.
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The internet technology in Iran caused the opposing movements to become significantly stronger with the interactivity they have, the quick and easy access to the news and the ability to produce content and free communication (Grossman, 2009; Michaelsen, 2011: 105) . The opposing party in Iran greatly benefited from the Internet to communicate, organize and announce their voices among themselves, and established many sites to accomplish these goals (Mostafalou and Adnan, 2016: 123) . The Iranian Green Movement, which is a social movement that took place in 2009 by including millions of Iranians, constitutes one of the most important developments that reveal the importance and power of the Internet.
Although the Internet began to be used by the public at a high level in those years, it did not meet expectations in terms of speed. In addition to the low speed of the Internet, the closure of many Internet sites limited the mobility of internet users in Iran in this virtual network and caused their freedom to be restricted. There are many moral, political and social reasons for the restrictions or censorship in the internet field in the country. The Iranian authorities put forward the moral causes in response to the criticism directed at them about the restriction or censorship of the Internet. Current restrictions, filters or censors of the internet in the country vary depending on the content or the quality of the site. From a general perspective, censorship is very important in some fiels in Iran, while in some fields there is no or very little censorship.
In the study of Aryan and his colleagues (2013: 3) on internet censorship in Iran, 500 websites in the country were examined and it was determined that the most exposed sites were the sites, which have sexual content. At the end of the analysis it is shown that the websites with the theme of Art, Top 500 and Society has almost half censorship rate, but in the websites with the theme of News, Regional, Computers, Games, Shopping, Sports, Kids & Teens, Business, Recreation, Home, Health, Iran, Science and Reference the censorship rate on internet is very low.
According to the laws of the Islamic Republic of Iran, membership in social network sites like Facebook and Twitter is not a crime. However, because of having filters on the vwebsites like Facebook and Twitter, it is possible for citizens to access these websites via proxy programs. Despite these restrictions, names like Religious Leader Hameney, Hashimi Rafsanjani and the new government minister of foreign affairs called Muhammed Javad Zarif have accounts on Facebook, as well as the new president Ruhani and Muhammad Javad Zarif, have also accounts on Twitter (Kamaladdin, 2017: 62) . Prohibition of using a proxy in the country doesn't mean that people don't use this program. On the contrary, most of the users in the country access to almost all internet sites and social networks, and they access to the limited sites and networks through the programs they use.
Although the restrictions, slowdowns and censorship activities, which were carried out in Iran in the previous years, affected the access of the people to the internet negatively, the interest of the people to the internet was not decreased and the internet usage rate of the Iranian people continued to increase day by day. All in all, only 15.9% of Iranian population used internet in 2010 according to the data of Worldbank (2016) Wearesocial (2017: 62) , the number of Internet users in Iran, which has a population of 80 million by 2017, has increased 21% to reach 57 million. There are also 17 million active social media users in the country.
The fact that the citizens in the country, especially young people, are very active in the virtual environment and use the internet intensely has caused the government to soften their internet applications (Kamaladdin, 2017: 58) . According to the results of the research conducted in Iran, 90.3% of the young people, who participates in the survey, have internet-related smartphones and the young people are connected to the internet via different methods (Ghasemi et al., 2017: 876) .
The Internet, which is widely used in Iran and spread to the general public, is in a better position than most countries in the world in terms of price and speed. Iran is the country where the cheapest internet in the world is used with 5.37 USD at the internet usage fee point. The internet speed in the country A research was carried out using a mixed methods research technique including qualitative and quantitative methods to reveal the current situation of internet and new media usage of Iran, which is separated from other countires in terms of its characteristics, and to support the theoretical part obtained. The study includes the data obtained from the research and the results of the analysis.
Methods
Within the years of Academic world; (Creswell and Clark, 2015: 3) a variety of mixed methodologies, which include various components of methods, research processes, philosophy and research designs, have emerged. Mixed methods research is the third method of research after quantitative and qualitative research methods.
According to Johnson and his colleagues (2007) , a mixed methods research is a kind of research in which a researcher or research team combines the components of qualitative and quantitative research approaches (etc, qualitative and quantitative perspectives, use of data collection, analysis and inferential techniques) for the broadness and depth of understanding and confirmation. In other words, mixed methods research means that a scientific research is carried out using both qualitative and quantitative methods.
In the study, a mixed methods research was conducted, which includes a semistructured interview technique, a qualitative method and a survey, quantitative method. While the designing of the research "convergent parallel design", which is one of the mixed methods designs was chosen. In the convergent parallel design, the researcher carries out the qualitative and quantitative research process together and gives equal priority to both methods. In the convergent parallel design, the data are solved separately and then combine with the results in the general interpretation stage.
Semistructured Interview
In the study, a survey was conducted to identify new media applications in Iran. A semistructured interview technique, which is one of the qualitative research methods, was used in the research. The universe of the study is the new media users in Iran, while the sample is a senior official in Iran's Ankara Embassy. The purposive sampling method was used when determining the sampling.
There are totally 7 questions in the semistructured interview form created by the researchers. The interview was held on 08.12.2017 and recorded with the authorized voice recording device in the Embassy of Iran in Ankara. For security reasons, the name of the person participating in the interview is kept secret.
The participant, who is an expert in the field of communication and new media were asked a number of questions and got answers about new media applications in Iran. There are totally 18 questions are included in the survey form prepared by the researchers. The data obtained from the survey, which was conducted on November of 2017, was analyzed through the program called SPSS. In terms of the reliability of the study, the data were subjected to the Cronbach's Alpha test and the result was found to be reliable according to the value obtained (0,633). During the process of prepairing, the survey questions, which are considered to be realible by the data obtained from Cronbach's Alpha Test, preapered working together with a specialist academics group in order to understand whether the content was carrying out the research objectives and it is determined that the content of the survey is valid.
When the demographic information of the participants included in the survey were examined, it is found that 55,6% of the participants were female, 77,5% of the participants were in the age range of 15-39, 74,2% of them had a bachelor degree and above and 57,2% of them are a fee-earner or a student.
When the internet and new media usage practices of the participants were examined, 54,8% of the participants use internet and new media at least 4 hours a day, 91,9% of them are connected to internet and new media by mobile phone, 56,5% of them use internet to enter social networking sites, 54,8% of them use at least 3 social networks, and 96,8% of them mostly use the social network called Telegram (Table 1) . When the participants' opinions on internet and new media bans in Iran are examined, 90,2% of the participants have a partial access to social networks in Iran and only ne networks called Twitter and Facebook have restrictions. According to 41,9% of participants, only some parts of the social networks are limited and according to the almost half of the participants (44,4%) the main reasons of these prohibitions is moral issues. According to the question, which supports this situation, 49,2% of the participants says that the prohibitions are applied due to moral reasons, 38,7% of them think that their servers are located abroad, and 40,3% of them thins that these networks are used by foreign intelligence units. Apart from this, 100% of the participants use a program to break the internet restriction. According to 71,0% of the participants, there is a penal sanction to who does not comply with the Internet ban ( Table 2) . 
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
Daily life practices, economic system, political structure, culture and habits of society, social order and many other areas have been transformed with the introduction of the Internet technology and new media, which is one of the most important elements of the Internet. This digital technology or virtual network has forced the countries and people to be changed because of its features. While people enjoy many life activities and even their needs through this virtual network, countries and prinvcipals of the countries use this digital technology to maintain, strengthen and facilitate the present situation and make things easier. However, the internet and new media policies changes from country to country because of its potential, power, size, advantages and disadvantages. From this point of view, a study was carried out to reveal thepresent situation of internet and new media in Iran, which has an intricate and different structure at the point of using the management system and internet and new media. In the study a mixed methods research, which includes qualitative and quantitative research methods, was used in order to reveal the present situation of the country.
According to the data taken from the participants, who are participated in the survey and the information obtained from the literature, the usage rate of internet and new media is high in Iran. According to data taken from Wearesocial (2017: 62) , the number of Internet users in Iran, which has a population of 80 million by 2017, has reached about 57 million. There are also 17 million active social media users in the country. According to the data of the survey, 54,8% of the participants use internet and new media at least 4 hours a day and a most of them (91,9%) are connected to the internet and new media by mobile phone. More than half of the participants use the internet and new media to enter socialt networks the most and again more than hal of them use at least 3 social networks.
According to the results taken from both qualitative and quantitative research, the new media environment in the country is a very important factor. According to most of the participants (90,2%), these social networks are not fully, but partially, restricted. In addition, the speed of internet connection in the country is low. Iran is the cheapest country used Internet in the world but, the internet speed with at 4.7 Mbps is lower than the western countries. In addition to social networks in Iran, the state also imposes some censorship and restrictions on internet sites. These restrictions or censures can be implemented either as a closure of the existing site or as a filter to access the relevant site.
According to the information taken from interviews, surveys and other studies, moral causes are the most important reasons for the restrictions and censorship practices to the internet and new media in Iran. The government closes or restricts such sites and networks because they do not comply with ethical rules and include pornographic content. In the study of Aryan and his colleagues (2013: 3) , over 500 websites in the country were examined and the most exposed sites were the sexually explicit sites for adults.
581
The fact that the servers of the websites or social networks are located abroad is also seen as another reason for the restrictions and obstacles. According to the almost one third of participants, the reason for this is that the servers of the networks are located abroad. According to the data obtained from senior official of Iran, who is participated in the interview, Iran wants to have the servers in the country like every country. If the servers are in Iran, the users will have the opportunity to access Internet more quickly. These networks and foreign intelligence agencies are connected to each other. These networks share the information of users in Iran with the intelligence services.
These restrictions are also related to the "cultural war" rhetoric that Iran created in the 1990s. Iran is also restricting people's freedom and also restricts many sites and networks in order to prevent people in the country from consuming western-oriented, especially American-oriented films, music and other content. However, this attitude in the early of 1990s and the attitudes and freedom violations in recent years are not at the same scale. At that time, and even today, Iran also censors or restricts the internet and new media in order to control, monitor and restrict the opponents in the country. But the developing technology has caused the people to intensively use this virtual network with the desire to interact with other countries, and the need to repair Iran's existing profile, resulting in restrictions on internet and softening of obstacles. Thus, people in Iran are already using those networks with some applications even if sites or networks are banned or restricted.
According to the data taken from interviews and surveys, Internet users in Iran can access these limited and blocked off networks by using programs/applications such as Proxy at the point in accessing to the restricted networks abroad. In fact, all participants of the survey indicate that they use a program to overcome these restrictions and obstacles. There is no criminal sanction for the access to the restricted or blocked off networks. Most of the participants (71,0%) agree this idea.
As a result, the use rate of internet and new media in Iran is high and it has dramatically increased. It is possible to access many networks and websites in the country, but some sites and networks are censored or restricted filtering, closing or blocking by the state. The public overcome these restrictions with different programs and so they access the networks they want. In the view of such informations and parallel to the increase in technological developments, it seems possible that Iran as a soft power will soften in the internet field and giving the freedom become compulsory in the following years.
